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The Center for Teaching Quality Launches a Roadmap
to Build Teaching Quality Data Systems

Chapel Hill, NC — March 22, 2006 — The Center for Teaching Quality (CTQ), with support from the Carnegie
Corporation of New York, is proud to announce the launch of its Teaching Quality Data Systems Roadmap
(www.teachingdata.org). The virtual tool is designed to generate and effectively use a comprehensive system of
teacher, student, and school information. The Roadmap, part of a larger set of technical assistance supports that
CTQ has provided to state agencies, legislatures, business roundtables, school districts, universities, and local
education funds, provides a virtual clearinghouse of cutting-edge resources and examples of exemplary
Teaching Quality (TQ) data systems as well as a wide range of information and research findings. Designed for
policymakers, district and university researchers, state agency data programmers, and administrators and
teachers, the Roadmap will be updated regularly to inform and promote the development of comprehensive TQ
Data systems.

The Need for Better TQ Data Systems

In order to design effective policies and programs that improve teaching quality, policymakers and program
personnel must have access to high quality teaching data. Unfortunately, no state has invested sufficiently in
their TQ data systems or in the people needed to generate the kind of useful and reliable analyses needed to
assist state policymakers, preparation programs, or school districts in the efforts to improve teaching quality.

Components of the Roadmap

The Roadmap provides guidance in creating an Ideal TQ Data System, revealing how states, districts, and
universities can work collaboratively to link quality data about teachers, schools, and students. Specifically, the
Roadmap addresses the following topics:

e The Need for better TQ data;

e Key principles in building TQ data systems;

¢ Popular misconceptions about TQ data;

e The Role of value-added methods;

e Setting realistic expectations in creating and using TQ data; and
¢ Elements of the ideal TQ data system.

In addition, the Roadmap includes the following elements:

e Discussion of the role of FERPA;

e Case studies of 10 states;

e Descriptions of real-life TQ data systems;

e Analyses of the strengths and weaknesses of different TQ data systems; and
e The use of standardized test results.
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The Center for Teaching Quality

CTQ gratefully acknowledges the Carnegie Corporation of New York, which has funded the creation of the
Roadmap and the range of accompanying technical assistance efforts. Carnegie, over the last several years, has
supported a provocative and ambitious teacher education reform initiative, Teachers for a New Era (TNE),
which demands that preparation programs track their graduates and assess their effectiveness. The Roadmap is a
valuable tool that will provide assistance to the 11 TNE institutions and the other 7,089 colleges and universities
that prepare teachers for our nation’s schools.
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